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Town of Granby

Granby High School Cafeteria 

250 State Street

Granby, MA 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177      Fax: (413) 467-2080

Town Administrator: Christopher Martin  
Granby Select Board:
Mary A. McDowell, Chair




Wayne H. Tack, Sr., Clerk




Mark L. Bail, Member

Board Meeting:
                June 8, 2009 @ 7:00 P.M.

AGENDA:
Call to Order:
Pledge of Allegiance:  

APPointments:

7:05 
Meet New Appointees

7:30
School Building Committee, Finance Committee & School COmmittee
NEW BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:

1 Approve Common Vic Licenses
2.   Peddlers License

3.   Ingham Property

ADJOURNMENT: 

250 State Street, Route 202

            Granby, Massachusetts 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177

Fax: (413) 467-2080

GRANBY Board of selectmen

granby Sr. /Jr. High School Cafeteria

MINUTES OF MEETING

June 8, 2009

Members Present:  

Mary McDowell, Wayne Tack Sr., Mark L Bail

Town Administrator Christopher Martin 

Mary McDowell, Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Mary McDowell led the meeting with the “Pledge of Allegiance”.  

Fire Chief Russ Anderson brought forward to the Board seven applicants out of twenty-five who applied for the call-force to be affirmed. Each of the seven applicants introduced themselves to the Board and said a few words about themselves. On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, the Board unanimously voted to affirm the following to the Granby Fire Call-Force for one-year term ending June 30, 2010.

Austin Plante



Fire Fighter

Edward Chapdelaine


Fire Fighter

Gary Glenn



Fire Fighter

Claire Mccomb


Fire Fighter/EMT

Nathan Laflamme


Fire Fighter

Corey Gaugette


Fire Fighter/EMT

Tina Masse



Fire Fighter/EMT

Denis Houle, of the Conservation Commission presented Mr. William Shaheen to be affirmed as a member to the Conservation Commission. Mr. Shaheen spoke to the Board about himself and jointing the committee. On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, the Board unanimously voted to affirm William Shaheen to the Granby Conservation Commission for a three-year term ending June 30, 2012.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Common Victuraller’s’ Licenses, to expire on 12/31/09: 

09-36
Rockwell Amusements
   
d/b/a


New England Rides 

09-37
Steven & Tammy Sapowsky   
d/b/a 


Sapowsky Farms 
On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, the Board unanimously voted to approve a Peddler’s License, to expire on 12/31/09, for Thomas G. Scott to go door to door in the Town of Granby selling educational books/software. This will replace the Common Victuraller’s license that was approved on June 1st.  The Police Department will get a copy of the license.

The Board discussed an application for Dufresne Park asking to be able to have beer/wine on the premises. The Board needs to approve it before the Police Chief approves it. On a motion by Mr. Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to approve the application for a 75th Birthday Party, August 1 at Dufresne Park to allow beer/wine being on the premises (BYOB) as long as it also gets approval from the Police Chief.

Denis Houle, Vice Chair of the Conservation Commission (has the authority to sign for the Conservation Commission) was present to have the Board sign the Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) for the Ingram Property (157+/-) located on Pleasant Street. On a motion by Mr. Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously vote to sign the APR for the Ingram Property located on Pleasant Street. All agreed that this was a great thing for the Town of Granby.

Mary McDowell read a letter from Executive Director Katherine Graver of the MSBA to Superintendent Patricia Stevens saying that they voted to approve the Granby School Project. This is great news for the Town of Granby, it shows that the State is 100% behind the Town building the campus approach of having K-12 in a central location which is where the High School and East Meadow are located now. The Board will be meeting with the School Building Committee, Finance Committee and School Committee in a few minutes to discuss the project.

Mr. Martin informed the Board that he had finished the letter to the residents of South Hadley Fire District 2 and would be sending it out either June 10th or 11th. It has only two (2) questions. One (1) whether they would like to have the Selectboard petition the Legislature and redraw the bounty lines without Granby in it or two (2) to have the Selectboard take no action. It will be sent out to 140 residents and will be due back to the Selectboard by July 17, 2009. The Board highly recommends and encourages that all the residents receiving the letter to return the letter by the due date. Mr. Martin is available for any of the residents to call or see him in person if they have any questions.

On a motion by Mr. Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to recess the Selectboard meeting until the School Building Committee, Finance Committee and School Committee arrive (7:29 pm). On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to return to regular session (7:35 pm).

Mary McDowell opened the meeting by going over why this meeting was taking place. At the last School Building Committee meeting the Finance Committee was asked if they supported the Feasibility Study and going forward with the school project.  Mr. Libera, chair of the Finance Committee brought up a point that it would be very important to make sure that the finances of the project were understood. Mr. Libera will be sharing these suggestions with us tonight, with the main purpose of the Selectboard hearing it and hopefully getting to the point of where we can commit to what our strategy will be. Mary McDowell then turned the meeting over to Mr. Libera.

Mr. Libera handed out 3 handouts, so it would be a little clearer on what the financial implications are on building this project. Mr. Libera went over the potential effect on what the property taxes could be and seconded illustrated 2 long-term actions that could lessen the impact on property taxes. He gave an example of a maximum total on property taxes and a minimal total on property taxes for the project and answered any questions and listened to any alternate plans that the town would be willing to commit to. The Finance Committee did not make an overall recommendation on how voters should vote on the override question and they did provide a specific cost estimate of the overall project. 

Michael Quesnel, chair of the School Building Committee wanted to make sure that everyone understood that the Finance Committee was discussing the overall project not the feasibility study.

Mr. Quesnel asked that Christopher Martin, TA and Patricia Stevens, School Supt., write a joint letter to our State Representatives. Both the Selectboard and the School Committee will review the letter before sending it out.

Mr. Quesnel discussed that other municipal buildings had been built in this town without raising taxes and asked that free cash be earmarked for the school building project to lower the tax rate.

Mrs. McDowell reminded everyone that former Selectman Bryan Hauschild said that the School project was the next in line for town’s commitment. 

The Selectboard members agreed but could not commit town monies at this time.

On a motion by Mr. Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:52 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Leonard

Town Administrator’s Secretary

