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Town of Granby

Kellogg Hall, Room 1

250 State Street

Granby, MA 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177      Fax: (413) 467-2080

Town Administrator: Christopher Martin  
Granby Select Board:
Bryan Hauschild, Chairman




Mary McDowell, Clerk




Wayne Tack, Sr., Member

Board Meeting:
March 16, 2009 @ 7:00 P.M.,

AGENDA:
Call to Order:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION:

OLD BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:


TA REVIEW PROCESS


Budget Reduction for FY2009-Finance Committee Letter

Appointment:






7:10
Girl Scout Troop 273

7:15     Sgt. Mark Smith-

Appointments for Auxiliary Police






7:20
Handicap Parking By-law Proposal –Sgt. Smith





7:30 
Dufresne Ad-Hoc Committee




8:30
Kellogg Repair Committee

Accept and Sign Minutes: February 17, 2009
OTHER ACTIONS ITEMS:



NEW BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:

1 Accept Departmental Reports

2 Approve and Sign Maintenance Warrants
3 Approve Common Vic Licenses (2009)

4 Read letter from Department of Agricultural Resources

5 Approve Oversize Permit

6 Approve IOD

7 Estimated Resident Population-ABCC

8 Draft Policies & Training Proposal-Sullivan & Hayes

REPORT OF TOWN ADMINISTRATOR:

REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:   
ADJOURNMENT: 

250 State Street, Route 202

            Granby, Massachusetts 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177

Fax: (413) 467-2080

GRANBY Board of selectmen

Kellogg Hall, Room 1

MINUTES OF MEETING

March 16, 2009

Members Present:  

Bryan Hauschild, Mary McDowell, Wayne Tack Sr., 

Town Administrator Christopher Martin 

Bryan Hauschild, Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Bryan Hauschild led the meeting with the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION:
Mr. Hauschild read the following and will read it at every meeting that he presides over concerning citizen participation “This is the portion of the meeting where citizens can address the Board on various items, which the Board will take under advisement. If a response is warranted it will be given at a later date.

  This is a public meeting but not an open meeting. This meeting allows an opportunity for the Board to take action on business that comes before it. It is also a forum for the Town Administrator to bring the Board up to speed on actions that have taken place since the last board meeting.

  The Board will engage in discussion with other committees’ and their members, along with individuals that have an appointment with this Board. At no time will open discussion or questions from the floor be taken if you are not part of the committee, an official with creditable input for the good of the appointment or for the person here for the appointment”

No citizen’s came forward at this meeting

APPOINTMENTS:

Girl Scout Troop 273
Girl Scout Troop 273 came before the Board to speak about a project they are proposing. 

Carly Lacoste spoke for her troop. She and her troop would like to ask permission from the Selectboard to do some volunteer work at the dog pound. Some of things her troop would like to do are: Paint the building; possibly paint a mural on one side, install motion detection lights so that the Dog Officer can see at night to walk the dogs, to bring in plastic storage containers for supplies, get donations for mats for the dogs individual kennels, clean up around the pound itself, put a new sign up and install a door between the Dog Officer’s office and the kennels by reusing an existing door. They also asked the Board to fix the existing furnace or replace with a new one and fix the water pump that is used to give the dogs water. They also found out that the Town of South Hadley uses our pound and wondered if South Hadley could share some of the expense. The Troop has already gotten donations for food and supplied blankets for the dogs. The Board thanked Carly Lacoste and her troop for coming and taking on such a great project. Ms. Lacoste did a great job representing her troop. Mr. Hauschild told her and her troop that the furnace was already replaced and the town is having the electricity for the water checked out by our Highway Superintendent.  The Board is very happy that they are going to take on this project and would like to know when they would like to start the project. The troop would like to start the project as soon as warm weather permits. They have also written letters asking for donations for rubber mats and collars and leashes. They also met with Dog Officer and have already collected over 100 items with his approval and recommendation. Mary McDowell suggested putting the day they are going to do the project on Channel 15 so that other town residents could come and help because it is such a good project and she can’t wait to help herself. Mary McDowell also asked what would happen if they needed more monies if they did not get all the donations they needed. Carly told the board that they had volunteered their fathers. Mr. Hauschild told the troop that if they needed anything to talk to Mr. Martin our Town Administrator.

Sgt. Mark Smith

Sgt. Smith spoke to the Board concerning adding members to the Granby Auxiliary Police Unit; each potential member was present and spoke a little about themselves to the board. On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne Tack, Sr. the Board unanimously voted to affirm the appointments of following to the Granby Auxiliary Police Unit for terms expiring June 30, 2009: Jaimie Kulas, Frederick Davis, Peter Clough, and Hector Morales. Sgt. Smith also asked that Jason Gravel be appointed as Sergeant, of the Auxiliary Police Unit. He could not be present for the meeting but has done a great job for the Town of Granby. On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne Tack, Sr. the Board unanimously voted to affirm the appointment of Jason Gravel as Sergeant to the Granby Auxiliary Police Unit for a term expiring June 30, 2009.


Sgt. Smith also came in front of the Board to discuss adopting a proposed Handicap Parking By-law. He started this proposal after a resident of the Town of Granby contacted him. The Police department cannot do anything until a by-law has been accepted by town meeting. He spoke with the Police Chief who is all for the by-law and would like to get what needs to be done in motion so that his department can enforce the by-law. Sgt. Smith has since researched several other towns handicap parking by-law. A fee can be issued and can be not less than $100 or more than $300. Sgt. Smith suggests $200. He has had in depths discussions with Mr. Martin on the proposed by-law. Mr. Martin told the Board the next step would be to schedule a hearing for the residents to attend, so that we can include them on the warrant for a town meeting. Mr. Martin will send along the proposed by-law to town council to review also.

Dufresne Ad-Hoc Committee

Lisa Anderson, Chair of the Dufresne Ad-Hoc Committee addressed with the Board the proposed 2009 fees for use of the park facilities. She went over the changes that the committee came up with. She also spoke to the Board concerning the Granby Horse Council and renting the horse corrals.

The committee would also like to take over the booking of the park rentals. Mr. Hauschild explained to the committee why the parks bookings were done in Selectboard office. The committee understood the reasons, but had concerns on being able to keep accurate details on monies coming in and going out. Mr. Hauschild suggested that Jeanne Crosby who does the booking for the Selectboard meet with the Ad-Hoc Committee and explain how and what she does. Mr. Hauschild also suggested that she speak to the Accountant to have him give them any paperwork that can help them understand the financial aspect of keeping accurate records.

The Committee also talked to the Board on their thoughts on how members should be appointed to the committee. They would like to have it be 3-year terms rather than 1-year. They would also like to have a 5-member board with associates. They would like to have the conservation commission member and recreation member be advisee members. 

It was also asked what their charge is and who is responsible for what concerning the whole park. Chris Martin and Mary McDowell will develop a policy concerning the park and the Board will take everything else under advisement. 

NEW BUSINESS:

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was unanimously voted to accept the departmental reports as written.

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was unanimously voted to approve and sign the maintenance warrants.
On a motion by Mary McDowell, and seconded by Wayne Tack Sr. the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Common Victualler’s’ Licenses, with all to expire on 12/31/09 

09-21
Calabrese Family, Inc.  d/b/a  Little Italy Pizzeria          56 West State Street, Granby MA 
09-22
  Dickinson Farms



     309 East State Street, Granby MA 

Mary McDowell, clerk of the Selectboard read a letter from the Department of Agricultural Resources (DAR) dated February 23, 2009 that they are considering the acquisition of the Ingham farm property of 158 +/- acres located on Pleasant Street in the Town of Granby. Mary McDowell, as clerk in accordance to MGL Chapter 7, Section 401 signed a confirmation of notice to be sent back to the DAR that the letter was read in a public meeting.

Mary McDowell read a second letter from the Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program asking that the Selectboard agree to shorten the notification period from 120-day notification period to 60-day notification period concerning the DAR intent to purchase 158 +/- acres of development rights within the Ingham farm property located on Pleasant Street in the Town of Granby. On a motion by Mary McDowell, and seconded by Wayne Tack Sr. the Board unanimously voted to waive the 120 day notice requirements as set forth in said section (MGL Chapter 7, Section 40 (I) of the General Laws and do hereby approve the acquisition of a certain development rights for agricultural purposes upon land in the Town of Granby, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, now or formerly owned by Myron & Jeannette Ingham by the DAR within a shorter time period than provided in said Section 40 (I).

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne H Tack, Sr. the Board unanimously voted to approve the application for a permit to move Oversize Loads from Ted Ondrick Company, LLC, to expire on 12/31/09. 

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne H Tack, Sr. the Board unanimously voted to place Patrolman Gary Poehler on M.G.L. Chapter 41 Section 111-F status he was injured on duty on February 1, 2009.

Mr. Martin stated to the Board that this is the annual estimate of the population of the Town of Granby for the ABCC (Alcohol Beverage Control Commission) for purposes of calculating the number of licenses available to the Town.  This year the estimate is 6,471 residents as of July 10, 2009.  On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne H Tack Sr., it was unanimously voted to approve and sign the annual estimate letter to the ABCC.
OLD BUSINESS:

John Libera, chairman of the Finance Committee spoke to the Board concerning rescinding articles that were approved at the Annual Town meeting in May 2008 to cover the shortfall of $107,000 for FY2009. Mr. Libera has had several discussions with Chris Martin, TA, concerning where to find the funds to cover the shortfall.  He and the Finance Committee did not have any problems with where Mr. Martin wanted to take the monies from to cover the $107,000. They were pleased that it did not require any reduction in personnel. 

The Finance Committee also got to hear from the Kellogg Hall Repair Committee concerning their article for the windows as part of the process and the Finance Committee’s concerns have to do with what the town’s master plan with regards to the West Street School if the school project goes forward, will we still be using Kellogg Hall or will we be selling it.

The Kellogg Hall Repair Committee agreed with their concern but wondered about other articles that have been approved but have not used their funds and could they be rescinded rather than the articles for the windows and siding and thought that the Finance Committee was in agreement to look at those articles if the Kellogg Hall Repair Committee could come up with a list. Mr. Libera said that the Finance Committee did discuss that there might be other articles to look at.  Mary McDowell read a list off and Chris Martin explained to her what was left if any in the accounts she read off and that he had intended to use any of the leftover funds to balance out FY10. The Finance Committee is still very reluctant to agree to any funds for the windows and siding with out a master plan concerning municipal buildings. If the Town is going to keep this building then they do not think that $50,000 will be enough to fix the building in the manner that it needs, but would have no problem in supporting putting money into the building.

The School Project will have an article at Special Town Meeting in May for the residents to decide whether they want to proceed with MSBA, which will entail approving more funds, with that vote we will know if the town’s people want to move forward with the project. Mr. Libera wanted to emphasize that we have two separate issues. The immediate problem is to fund the shortfall from the State for FY09 and the longer-term situation is what are we going to do with Kellogg Hall as part of the Master Plan for municipal buildings. 

The majority consensus was to rescind the articles for the windows and siding and the Police Chief Search at the Special Town meeting and rewrite the article for storm windows and place it on the annual town warrant.

The Board had some discussion concerning the Draft Policies & Training Proposal from Sullivan & Hayes as not all of the attachments came through for them to discuss. The Board can work on writing the policies, but will hold off on the training for employees until FY10. Ann Guenette said she will serve as female compliance officer with training, Chief Barry would rather not be the male compliance officer as his office will be investigating the complaint. Chris will bring another name forward to the Board at a later date.
REPORT OF TOWN ADMINISTRATOR:
On a motion by Wayne H Tack, Sr. and seconded by, Mary McDowell the Board unanimously voted to appoint Patricia Banas to the Board of Registers starting April 1, 2009 for a period of three years.

Department of Energy Resources Energy Audit: Completed the application and was told that that we are #57 in the “q”, which will mean they will be out here about this time next year.

Received draft RFP from Atty. Ryan that was requested at the last board meeting. Mr. Martin handwrote some items from the walk through. Mr. Martin will post it in the Central Register for April 25th and place in a general circulation newspaper for two consecutive weeks before the opening on May 1, 2009. The bids should be good for 90 days. On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne H Tack, Sr. the Board unanimously voted to continue with the RFP request for Real Estate located on the 202 corridor in the Town of Granby with a minimum usable area of 6240 square feet, with existing handicap accessibility with currant ADA regulations and location must have suitable area for public parking.

Friends of Elderly, chair Gloria Vivier told the Board that their committee is 100% in favor of having the town purchase the old PV Chapter 8 Camping Building located on 202.
REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:

Frank Marion: Still waiting for an answer from Atty. Ryan

Mugnier Property: Waiting to see what happen with the budget, been in contact with Ms. Mugnier working out the details of a contract.
Bats: Waiting for contract (revised quote) to be signed. Up a little from original bid to about $400-425. 

Stravros: Still waiting, everything on our end is done.

TA Evaluation: Set a Date? The Board will do the evaluation form individually and then they will give them to the chair, who will then put them together to discuss with Chris Martin.

Mr. Hamm: Mr. Desrosiers, Highway Superintendent has addressed the problem on Chicopee Street with a letter to Mr. Hamm.
Mary McDowell read a prepared statement concerning a written response by the other two board members to letters from Patricia Shandri and Jean Yocume criticizing the TA’s responses to a board member. Mary expresses her disappointment with the board’s response to these letters.

Board will read and approve meeting minutes of February 17, 2009 at their next meeting.

On a motion by Bryan Hauschild and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:10P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Leonard

Town Administrator’s Secretary

