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Town of Granby

Kellogg Hall, Room 1

250 State Street

Granby, MA 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177      Fax: (413) 467-2080

Town Administrator: Christopher Martin  
Granby Select Board:
Mary A. McDowell, Chair




Wayne H. Tack, Sr., Clerk




Mark L. Bail, Member

Board Meeting:
December 09, 2009 @ 7:00 P.M.

AGENDA:
Call to Order:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION:

OLD BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:

Appointment:
7:02
Tax Classification Hearing- BOard of Assessors
Accept and Sign Minutes: 
OTHER ACTIONS ITEMS:

NEW BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:

1 Accept Departmental Reports

2 Approve and Sign Maintenance Warrants
3 Approve 2010 Annual Liquor Licenses

4 Approve 2010 Common Victuraller’s Licenses

5 Approve 2010 Entertainment License

6 Approve 2010 Automatic Amusement Licenses

7 Approve a Feasibility Study Agreement Vote

8 Approve a Form of Refunding Vote

9 Sewer Abatements

10  Affirm Ad-Hoc Committee

REPORT OF TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

EXECUTIVE SESSION

REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:   

ADJOURNMENT: 

REGULAR SESSION

DECEMBER 9, 2009

Members Present: Mary McDowell, Mark Bail, and Wayne Tack Sr.

Others Present: Christopher Martin, Dana Ritter, John Libera, Keri-Ann Wenzel, Gregg Leonard, Frank Hudgik and members of the press.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.

Ms. McDowell led the meeting in the pledge of allegiance.

Ms. McDowell opened the tax classification hearing.  Mr. Hudgik reviewed the FY2010 tax rate forms with the Board.  Total valuation in FY2009 was $601,969,843 that has dropped to $580,888,581 in FY2010.  Residential makes up 93% of the total valuation.  The average home value also dropped in FY2010 from $242,800 to $232,000.  The Board of Assessors also looked at the potential of shifting more of the property tax rate to commercial.  If the Board looked at a 10% shift, the commercial rate would increase from $14.51 to $15.96.  This would not be conducive to keeping or attracting commercial business in the community.  The Board of Assessors recommended a single tax rate of $14.51 per $1,000 for FY2010.  With this tax rate there will be an excess capacity of $2,035.69.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to approve a single tax rate for FY2010 of $14.51 per $1,000.

Mr. Martin requested the Board vote to authorize him to sign the electronic version of the LA5 form on their behalf.  The electronic version is the one submitted to DOR to set the tax rate.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to authorize Christopher Martin to sign the electronic LA5 form on their behalf.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to accept the departmental warrants as read.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to approve and sign the maintenance warrants.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to approve the following liquor licenses for 2010 to expire December 31, 2010:


266 Lounge 74 Pleasant St



Restaurant-All Alcohol


266 Lounge 74 Pleasant St



General On-Premise-All Alcohol


Polvic Inc. DBA Vickers Liquors 367 E State St
Package Store-All Alcohol


Granby Liquor Store Inc. 60 W State St

Package Store-All Alcohol


SKS General Store Inc. DBA Summit General Store


102 New Ludlow Rd



Package Store-Wine and Malt Regular


Harry Martidis DBA Pizza Palace 31 W State St
Restaurant-Wine and Malt Regular

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to approve the following common victualler licenses for 2010 to expire December 31, 2010:


Pizza Palace of Granby #7




31 W State St


Granby Café Inc.





489 E State St


Granby Liquor Store Inc.




60 W State St


SKS General Store Inc. DBA Summit General Store

102 New Ludlow Rd


Polvic Inc. DBA Vickers Liquors



367 E State St


266 Lounge Inc. American Legion



74 Pleasant St

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to approve the following entertainment license for 2010 to expire on December 31, 2010:


266 Lounge
74 Pleasant St

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to approve the following automatic amusement device licenses for 2010 to expire December 31, 2010:


Granby Café Inc. DBA Granby Café 489 E State St

Jukebox


266 Lounge Inc. 74 Pleasant St



Bartop Video Trivia Game

Mr. Martin informed the Board that Town Counsel has recommended a vote be taken by the Board regarding the Town Administrator signing the Feasibility Study Agreement for the MSBA.  The Town Administrator is the only person in the Town who has the MCPPO training as required by MSBA.  Town Counsel’s recommended language is as follows:

“The Selectboard does hereby vote to authorize Christopher Martin, the Town Administrator for the Town of Granby, to execute on behalf of the Town of Granby a Feasibility Study Agreement and to make final and binding decisions on behalf of the Town of Granby, after consulting with the Selectboard and the School Building Committee, with respect to the proposed project described in the feasibility Study Agreement.”

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to accept Town Counsel’s Feasibility Study Agreement vote.

Mr. Martin informed the Board that the Treasurer has indicated that the Town’s fiscal agent, Eastern Bank, has requested the Board take the following Form of Refunding Vote for the upcoming bond sale:

“That, in order to reduce interest costs, the Treasurer is authorized to provide for the sale and issuance of refunding bonds under G.L. c.44, Sec. 21A to refund all or any portion of the remaining principal of and redemption premium and interest on any of the Town’s general obligation sewer bonds originally issued on June 7, 1995, and that no refunding bonds shall be issued under this vote unless and until the final interest rate(s) and other terms of such refunding bonds are approved by this Board.”

Mr. Martin stated that the projected savings in interest on the sewer bonds is $230,893.76.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to approve the Form of Refunding Vote.

Mr. Martin stated that he had received a request from the Collector to abate thirty sewer bills dated between 1995 and 2007.  The request is being made as the bills to be abated are either issued to a property’s previous owner, was not listed on a Municipal Lien certificate issued or was the only outstanding bill that the auditor has suggested be treated as an unposted payment.  The total for the bills being abated is $2,498.93.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to abate the sewer bills as requested by the Collector.

Mr. Martin asked the Board to affirm the appointments to the Ad-Hoc Capital Planning Committee.  The proposed appointees are: John Hamel as Chairman pro-tem, Albert Bail, Stanley Kapinos, John Libera and Virgina Snopek.  Mr. Tack read the committee charge.  Ms. McDowell asked if a Board member should be appointed to the committee.  Mr. Martin replied that in his opinion one should not be appointed as the committee will be reporting their findings to the Board for future action.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to affirm the appointments to the Ad-Hoc Capital Planning Committee.

Mr. Bail stated that the website is close to being completed.  The vendor is asking for a time to meet with departments to gather information to be put on their respective pages.

Mr. Tack stated that he visited a Kendall Street property with David Desrosiers regarding water issues.  After looking at the site, Mr. Tack offered the owner some millings from the Town to redirect the water on his property.

Ms. McDowell asked about the surplus vehicles.  Mr. Martin stated that the Town held a bid on November 30th.  There were eleven vehicles listed.  There were two bidders: Mark’s Garage and Michael Furman.  Mark’s Garage was the successful bidder at $3,847.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to award the surplus vehicle bid to Mark’s Garage.

Ms. McDowell asked about setting up future meetings with the District 2 Prudential Committee.  Mr. Martin stated that he has already spoken with Mr. Morarity about possible dates to get together and discuss how to proceed after the informational meeting that was held.

Ms. McDowell asked about the status of a New Ludlow Rd property.  Mr. Martin stated that he is trying to arrange a meeting with Mr. Bombardier to discuss the property.

Ms. McDowell indicated that inventory lists were starting to be submitted by departments as requested by the auditor.

Ms. McDowell asked about the tree lighting ceremony and who was responsible for it.  Mr. Martin stated that since he has been here, it has been his responsibility to decorate the tree, have garland put up and make sure the lights light.  He was not involved with anything else.

Ms. McDowell asked about the bylaws to be approved.  Mr. Martin stated that the Board would have to hold a hearing about the proposed bylaw changes.  Also, he has two road acceptance requests. There is a question regarding some proposed zoning bylaw changes and the status of them.  Mr. Martin would like to hold a Special Town Meeting in early Spring to address all of these items.

Ms. McDowell stated she had received a letter from the District Attorney’s office regarding an Executive Session that was held that wasn’t allowed per the statues.  Ms. McDowell requested this item be put on the next agenda.

Ms. McDowell stated the Board would be now going into Executive Session to discuss a collective bargaining issue and that the meeting would only be reconvened to adjourn the meeting.

On Roll Call vote, the Board voted to go into Executive Session – Tack-AYE, McDowell-AYE, Bail-AYE.

The meeting was reconvened at 8:46 p.m.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Christopher Martin

Town Administrator

