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Town of Granby

Kellogg Hall, Room 1

250 State Street

Granby, MA 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177      Fax: (413) 467-2080

Town Administrator: Christopher Martin  
Granby Select Board:
Mary A. McDowell, Chair




Wayne H. Tack, Sr., Clerk

Board Meeting:
                August 17, 2009 @ 7:00 P.M.

AGENDA:
Call to Order:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION:

OLD BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:

Partyka Fields Update

ZBA Update

Stravos Update

Harassment Workshop
Appointment:

7:05
Mary Mungier

7:10
AECOM-CWMP
7:30     Meeting & Affirming Members to COA Committee 




7:45     ConCom-Gravel Permits
Accept and Sign Minutes: June 1, 8, 15 & July 20, 2009
OTHER ACTIONS ITEMS:
“Census Correspondence”
NEW BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:

1 Accept Departmental Reports

2 Approve and Sign Maintenance Warrants
3 Change appointment status School Bldg Committee

4 Sign STM Warrant 

5 Surplus vehicles at two (2) town locations 

6 One-Day Pass-Process for Landfill

7 Recognize Jennifer Crosby -Master’s in Library Information Sciences 

REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:   

Executive SESSION:

ADJOURNMENT: 

250 State Street, Route 202

            Granby, Massachusetts 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177

Fax: (413) 467-2080

GRANBY Board of selectmen

Kellogg Hall, Room 1

MEETING MINUTES OF 

August 17, 2009

Members Present:  

Mary McDowell, Wayne Tack Sr., 

Town Administrator Christopher Martin 

Mary McDowell, chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Mary McDowell led the meeting with the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Deanne Payne Rokowski, 124 Maximilian Drive, representing the “Friends of School Building Project Committee” was inquiring about whether a joint meeting between the Selectboard, School Building Committee and the Finance Committee took place and if so what happened. Mary McDowell told her that the meeting did not happen, though she has been in contact and had discussions with the chair of the Finance Committee, as well as the chair, of the School Building Committee, and one of the reasons that the joint meeting did not take place was that John Libera, chair of the Finance Committee felt that the Finance Committee’s views on the Feasibility Study at the time had not changed and might have a negative impact on the Feasibility Study vote going forward. Mary personally did not want to jeopardize the vote of the Feasibility Study and that is why the meeting did not happen. They are trying to come to consensus and Mary said she meet with the Finance Committee tonight as a citizen, though she is a Board member, to talk over some things that we are in disagreement with but we need each other desperately in order to get this vote passed. She feels that they are moving forward towards a consensus. The Finance Committee would like us to look at the total project and putting a cap on the tax impact. Mary will bring the Finance Committee’s request to the next Selectboard meeting.

Pamela Maheu, 326 Batchelor Street had a couple of concerns, one being getting to the 11th hour and a bomb being dropped so she wanted the Board to insure the town that that would not happen. Mary McDowell insured her as one person that she is working on it. Ms. Maheu’s second concern was that a newspaper article was using the old building plans (complex) when that is no longer what we are discussing. It is a brand new feasibility study, which is open to every option. Mary McDowell told her that is one of the things that the Finance Committee wants to make clear, that no options are off the table. People have to hear that, we are working on a new Feasibility Study. 

APPOINTMENTS

Mary Jo Mugnier discussed with the Board a lease agreement to house municipal offices at 215-B West State Street. Mr. Martin has worked with the individuals that he has proposed to move their offices in the building. He is proposing that the Town Clerk, Board of Assessor, Tax Collector and Board of Health move their offices.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mary McDowell, it was unanimously voted to sign the lease between the Town of Granby and MAJOMU, LLC for use of 215-B West State Street for a period of 3-years starting September 1, 2009 and ending August 31, 2012.

Dennis Setzko, project manager for the Comprehensive Wastewater Management Program being conducted by AECOM gave the Board an update on the project. He handed out a written progress report to the Board (in back of the minutes) and went over that handout.  He and his workers have been working with the Board of Health getting all the information from them into a database and are now working with the Assessor’s Office to clean up any discrepancies. They hope to have a kickoff meeting and have a meeting with the Planning Board in the near future. They will be back in front of the Board in about 4 weeks for another update.

Ann Guenette, Council on Aging Director presented members to the Board to be affirmed to the Council on Aging Committee. Each member spoke to the Board about herself and why they were joining the committee. On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mary McDowell, the Board unanimously voted to affirm the following members to the Council on Aging Committee:

Beth Isabelle

144 Harris Street
3-year term ending

6/30/2012

Carol Zebrowski
13 Sherwood Drive
1-year term ending

6/30/2010

Lynn Trompke
23 Trompke Ave
1-year term ending

6/30/2010

The Conservation Commission came to speak to the Board concerning the Gravel Permit process. Denis Houle, chair spoke to the Board about how they went and inspected the sites and have found many issues. These issues will cost the owners to fix. The Conservation Commission feels they have no starting point to work from. They are suggesting they start from scratch and follow the Zoning By-Laws.  After much discussion the consensus was to have all the committees/boards (ConCom, ZBA, Planning Board and Zoning Officer) involved with issuing Gravel Permits get together and discuss the problems and how to precede from there. After they will write a letter to the Selectboard with the outcome of the meeting, the Selectboard will then incorporate those thoughts to the owners of the gravel permits and give everyone a year to comply. 

NEW BUSINESS

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mary McDowell, it was unanimously voted to accept the departmental reports as written.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mary McDowell, it was unanimously voted to approve and sign the maintenance warrants.
On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mary McDowell the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Common Victualler’s’ Licenses, with all to expire on 12/31/09 

09-38
Evelyn Hatch

d/b/a Breezy Acres Greenhouse & Garden
25 Pleasant St

09-39
Ronda Cushwa
d/b/a Sign Barn



Dufresne Park


  
Mr. Tack read the Special Town Meeting Warrant. On a motion by Wayne Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mary McDowell the Board unanimously voted to sign the Special Town Meeting warrant for September 8, 2009:
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds the sum of $900,000, or a

greater or lesser amount, to be expended under the direction of the School Building Committee for a feasibility study

at Granby Jr./Sr. High School located at 385 East State Street, Granby, MA, for which feasibility study the Town

may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority.  The MSBA’s grant program is a

non-entitlement. Discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any costs the Town incurs

in connection with the feasibility study in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the

sole responsibility of the Town, or take any other action in regard thereto.

On a motion by Wayne Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mary McDowell the Board unanimously voted to change the status of Christopher Martin and Patricia Stevens from non-voting members to full-voting members on the School Building Committee with term ending June 30, 2010. This was based on a request from Michael Quesnel, Chair of the committee.

Surplus vehicles at two (2) town locations: David Desrosiers will go through and get the VIN #’s from the vehicles at both sites and then Chris Martin will have an invitation to bid list of surplus vehicles at the Board’s next meeting.

Mary McDowell asked Chris Martin about the One-Day Pass-Process for Landfill permits, because of an incident that occurred at the landfill recently. Mr. Martin explained the procedure and suggested that if the Board wanted to make any changes that they send a letter to the Landfill Oversight Committee for recommendations from the Board to tighten up the process.

The Selectboard recognized Jennifer Crosby for getting her Master’s in Library Information Sciences. She is the first librarian the town has had that has received their masters. The Selectboard commends her on her achievement.

OLD BUSINESS

On a motion by Wayne Tack Sr. and seconded by Mary McDowell the Board unanimously voted to approve the sewer abatement certificate # 10-01 for Eugene F. Marion for 54-56 West State Street in the amount of $ 173.75.  This was abated because the applicant gave a meter reading to the Board. It is noted the Town Counsel thinks we should be cautious on our abatements, due to setting precedent.

Partyka Fields Update: Mr. Martin told the Board that he had emailed the Chair, of the Recreation Commission his concerns and forwarded the insurance requirements to the Town of Granby’s insurance agent. Mr. Martin was concerned that there was no exhibit A, which was the legal description included in the lease. Mr. Martin will need to get in touch with Mike Sarnacki to ask him about the legal description. He also was concerned about the lease saying anybody who is to be considered a sub-leaser, (someone who will be using the property other than the Recreation Commission) needs to have a written agreement to all the same requirements we are agreeing to. He has not received anything from the Recreation Chair concerning that. Mary McDowell asked if he has answered the questions that Mr. Sarnacki had written him about. Mr. Martin said he had looked at it briefly, but did not have anything written down with him. He will look for Mr. Sarnacki’s email address and get back to him shortly.

ZBA Update: As a result of the last meeting Don Zebrowski, ZBA Chair, Don Demers, Zoning Officer and Chris Martin (Mary McDowell also attended the meeting) met and presented their concerns and discussed ways of fixing them. Mr. Martin will write a letter outlining the concerns and how they decided to address them in the future. All thought the meeting went well. 

Mary McDowell read a statement (in the back of the minutes) concerning the Board’s last meeting and an newspaper article that implied that the Board and ZBA were questioning the Building Inspector’s job performance She wanted “to make it extremely clear that at no time has this Board questioned Mr. Demers’s job performance and wanted to apologize to Mr. Demers for allowing this issue to come before the Board”

Stavros Update: A representative had a meeting today with Chief Anderson at the Highway building to discuss the new Public Safety Complex Building. Stravos will be sending a statement on what we are doing to Rural Development.

Harassment Workshop: Layla Taylor has been in contact with Chris Martin to schedule sessions with no more than 30 employees at a time. The sessions will be about 1-1/2 to 2 hours long. The Chief of Police and Fire Chief will be getting a couple of different dates to Chris Martin by the end of the week. The amount will still be at the agreed upon price that was done for FY2009.

OTHER ACTIONS ITEMS
The Board received Census correspondence and would like Chris Martin to look them over and see what the town has to do. He will ask Building Inspector to look at them also.
REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Renewal 53-Energy Grant: This is a matching grant of $5,000. Chris will forward it to the Public Safety Committee and School Superintendent to see if they can us it.

Mary McDowell asked about the 152 New Ludlow Rd issues that were brought to the Board’s attention from Carol Russell. She would like a letter sent to the Board of Health on behalf of the Selectboard saying that the Selectboard would be willing to work with them to help deal with this citizen’s concerns.

Adjournment

On a motion by Wayne Tack Sr. and seconded by Mary McDowell the Board unanimously voted to leave regular session meeting at 8:53 pm and to go into Executive Session for Reason #1 to discuss the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health rather that the professional competence of an individual and Reason #2 too consider the discipline or dismissal of, to hear complaints or charges brought against a public officer, employee, staff member or individual, and to only return to the regular session to adjourn. Wayne H Tack, AYE, Mary A McDowell AYE.

On a motion by Wayne Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mary McDowell, it was voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Leonard

Town Administrator’s Secretary
