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Town of Granby

Kellogg Hall, Room 1

250 State Street

Granby, MA 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177      Fax: (413) 467-2080

Town Administrator: Christopher Martin  
Granby Select Board:
Mary A. McDowell, Chair




Wayne H. Tack, Sr., Clerk




Mark L. Bail, Member

Board Meeting:
                August 3, 2009 @ 7:00 P.M.

AGENDA:
Call to Order:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION:

OLD BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:

pvch 8 Building

Appointment:

7:10 Appointments to the Auxiliary Police

7:15 Zoning Board of Appeals

7:30 Mary Jo Mugnier




7:45 Recreation Commission





8:00 Friends of the Granby School
Accept and Sign Minutes: 
OTHER ACTIONS ITEMS:

NEW BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:

1 Accept Departmental Reports

2 Approve and Sign Maintenance Warrants
3 Approve One-Day Liquor License
REPORT OF TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:   

Executive Session:  8:30pm

ADJOURNMENT: 

REGULAR SESSION

AUGUST 3, 2009

Members Present: Mark Bail, Mary McDowell, and Wayne Tack Sr.

Others Present: Christopher Martin, Dan Cooper, and others

Ms. McDowell called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Ms. McDowell led the meeting in the pledge of allegiance.

Chief Anderson wanted to introduce the new member of the Ambulance staff.  One of the career members left and went to Northampton.  The Town advertised the position and received twenty-five resumes.  The resumes were sent to an outside agency and scored.  The top six were interviewed via an assessment process by outside chiefs.  Chief Anderson, the Deputy Chief and the EMS Coordinator then interviewed the top three.  Mr. Tyler Yvon was selected from the three finalists.  The chief then gave a brief history of Mr. Yvon’s experience.  Mr. Yvon spoke briefly about himself.

Ms. McDowell gave the Board an update on the Pioneer Valley Chapter 8 building.  The Town gave a bid for the building.  We are currently waiting for a response from the owners to our bid.

Sergeant Smith introduced four new candidates for appointment to the Granby Auxiliary Police.  He originally had five candidates but one declined appointment at this time due to family commitments.  The four candidates are: Wayne Mark, Jinett Marte, Robert Mann and Robert Baron to be appointed in that order.  Sergeant Smith then gave some background information on each of the candidates qualifying them for appointment.  On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to affirm the appointment of the four candidates aforementioned candidates.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to accept the departmental reports as read.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to approve and sign the maintenance warrants.

The Board had a request for a one-day liquor license from a company renting Dufresne Park.  On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to grant a one day liquor license to the James J. Dowd Insurance Agency for August 21, 2009 from 12:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  Ms. McDowell mentioned that the request was to be able to sell wine and malt beverages.  She also indicated that Mr. Martin stated that it was a pouring license and not to sell beverages.

As members of the Zoning Board of Appeals and Mr. Demers were present, the Board invited Mr. Zebrowski, Chair of the Board, to address their issues.  Mr. Zebrowski stated that as the Board was in charge of the Building Department, the ZBA wanted to discuss some concerns regarding items brought before them in their official capacity.  Mr. Zebrowski stated his Board had some applications forwarded to them that they felt were not issues they should be addressing.  Mr. Zebrowski wanted some clarification on procedures and enforcement of the zoning bylaws.  Mr. Frank Marion stated that he had residents approaching him regarding zoning violations that should have been addressed by the Zoning Enforcement Officer.  They don’t know how to address these issues and that is why they came in front of the Board.  Ms. McDowell felt that before coming before the Board a meeting between the ZBA, Mr. Demers and the Town Administrator should have occurred to address the issues they are discussing.  Ms. McDowell felt that a letter specifically addressing their issues should be written, which can then be addressed after having the opportunity to properly research the issues prior to coming before the Board.  The ZBA members were not certain of the procedure to follow and that is why they came before the Board.  Ms. McDowell asked if a ZBA member receives a complaint, do they forward it to Mr. Demers.  Mr. Zebrowski stated that he has done that in the past and Mr. Demers does address the issue.  They feel that during his travels if he sees a violation, he should address it without receiving a complaint.  Mr. Zebrowski will be calling Mr. Martin to set up a meeting to address the concerns brought forward tonight.  Mr. Demers was asked if he had any response to the issues raised.  Mr. Demers stated that he did not know what was going to be discussed tonight.  He feels that they are trying to micro manage him and that they do not know what he does regarding zoning enforcement.  Mr. Demers has a concern that he has been here ten years and now all of a suddenly there is a problem.

Mary Jo Mugnier attended the meeting to give an update regarding the process of negotiating a lease for the old Granby Telephone offices.  Mr. Martin stated that about two years ago, the Town started looking at additional sites to house municipal offices to alleviate the lack of space at Kellogg Hall.  As part of the process, Mr. Martin was to enter into lease negotiations for the space available at Ms. Mungier’s site.  Mr. Martin was to then bring forward a document for review and signing by the Board.  The Town Counsel had reviewed the document and gave some items for negotiation.  Mr. Martin did so and Ms. Mugnier showed the document to her attorney who reviewed the document.  Ms. McDowell asked if there was a written floor plan for the offices to be moved there.  Mr. Martin stated he did not put it in writing but would do so.  Ms. McDowell asked if the offices were notified of their potential move.  Mr. Martin stated that he contacted all offices and asked them to visit the site.  To his knowledge there were no concerns.  Mr. Tack was not sure of the space the Town was leasing.  Mr. Martin indicated that it was the old Telephone Company offices, both the first and second floors with the first floor being office space and the second being record storage as the second floor is not handicapped accessible.  There would be four definite offices with possibly a fifth office if the space were conducive to it.  Mr. Bail made a motion to sign the lease.  Ms. McDowell, while in favor of the lease, did not want to sign it until she knew which offices were being moved there.  After discussion, it was decided to wait until the next meeting to sign the lease after receiving a written plan for the moved offices.

Ms. Trudy Turcotte, Chair of the Recreation Commission, and Robert Weaver, Commission member, came before the Board, at first, to discuss adding another person, which was tabled and obtaining the Partyka Fields for the Town.  Ms. Turcotte stated that Mr. Hauschild, when he was a member of the Board, contacted Mr. Egan and set up some type of contract so that the Town could again use what is now known as Partyka Fields but we all know as the GAA fields.  The fields are located next to Cindy’s on Route 202.  The Commission had received a document and contacted Mr. Martin.  The process appears to be stalled at this time.  The Commission does not want to lose the fields for use by the Town knowing that there are other parties interested in the site.  The Commission is here before the Board to see how they can move the process forward.  The Commission was told all they needed to do is meet with Mr. Egan and sign it.  Ms. Turcotte indicated that she thought the Town needed to check on the insurance coverage required by Mr. Egan, she thought $5 million.  Mr. Martin stated that number sounded familiar.  Ms. Turcotte stated that GAA needed to do the same as they would be the primary users of the fields.  Ms. Turcotte is here looking for direction.  She knows there are a lot of people involved and does not want to step on any toes.  Ms. McDowell asked if there is a contract.  Mr. Martin stated that he knew of no contract negotiated by Bryan.  Bryan had not mentioned any contract to him.  Ms. Turcotte stated that Bryan had spoken with Mike Sarnacki regarding this contract.  Mr. Martin stated that he received a copy of a document but did not know if Bryan had negotiated it or not.  He had not heard a word from him on it.  Mr. Martin will check with our insurance agent regarding the required insurance coverage.  Mr. Martin stated that he he knew there were discussions between Mr. Desrosiers, GAA and Vicki regarding who would mow the fields and maintaining them.  There were a couple of other issues that were discussed but he did not know where they were lying.  Mr. Martin needed to check with Mr. Desrosiers regarding a couple of issues as he was under the impression that GAA may be charged for some of the cost of maintaining the field and that Recreation would assume some of the cost.  Ms. Turcotte will e-mail the document they have.

Mr. Martin has spoken with John Moriarty of District 2 to set up a joint meeting.  He was looking for dates from the Board for either the third or fourth week of August.  The fourth week was out for Ms. McDowell.  Mr. Bail couldn’t make the seventeenth.  Mr. Tack would not be here the rest of the third week.  August would be out.

Ms. McDowell asked about a STAVROS update.  Mr. Martin stated that he had sent him an e-mail but has not heard back as of this time.

Ms. McDowell asked about the harassment-training schedule.  Mr. Martin has a date from the Fire Chief, waiting for some dates from the Police Chief and would schedule something for the rest of the staff after that.  Once have all of the dates, he will contact Sullivan and Hayes to arrange the training.

Joseph Rokowski representing The Friends of the Granby School presented a petitioned article to the Board to bring back the school feasibility to Town Meeting.  They obtained the required number of signatures necessary to request a Special Town Meeting.  They also requested that the meeting be scheduled for Tuesday September 8, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.  The group turned in twenty pages of signatures for certification by the Town Clerk.

Mr. Hauschild happened to stop in and Mr. Martin asked him if he had negotiated a contract with Mr. Egan.  Mr. Hauschild stated that he had not negotiated a contract.  He did contact Mr. Egan and asked him if the Town could negotiate the use of the fields as long as they needed them.  He gave Mr. Desrosiers the contact information to proceed with the negotiations.

Ms. McDowell mentioned that the Town will have to consider the movement of the cable office as part of the COA move process.  Mr. Pietras stated that as much notice as possible should be given as there is a considerable cost associated with the relocation of the I-Net feed.

Ms. McDowell stated that Dickinson Farm has stopped using the propane cannons.  Mr. Bail stated that he had researched the law (MGL C.111 s. 125A) regarding farming.  Under the law, farmers are given wide latitude in farming operations.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to go into executive session for the purpose of personnel and litigation.  Tack – AYE; McDowell – AYE; Bail – AYE.

The Board returned to Regular Session.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail, it was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:18 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Christopher Martin

Town Administrator

