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Town of Granby

Kellogg Hall, Room 1

250 State Street

Granby, MA 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177      Fax: (413) 467-2080

Town Administrator: Christopher Martin  
Granby Select Board:
 Mark L. Bail




 Mary A. McDowell, 




 Wayne H. Tack, Sr.

Board Meeting:
                May 19, 2009 @ 7:00 P.M.

AGENDA:
Call to Order:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION:

OLD BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:

Appointment:


Accept and Sign Minutes: 
OTHER ACTIONS ITEMS:

NEW BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:



1    
Reorganize 

2
Accept Departmental Reports

3
Approve and Sign Maintenance Warrants
4
Approve Common Vic Licenses (2009)

5
Letter from Mr. Rokowski
6
Aldrich Field-No Trespassing
REPORT OF TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:   

ADJOURNMENT: 

250 State Street, Route 202

            Granby, Massachusetts 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177

Fax: (413) 467-2080

GRANBY Board of selectmen

Kellogg Hall, Room 1

MEETING MINUTES OF 

May 19, 2009

Members Present:  

Mark Bail, Mary McDowell, Wayne Tack Sr., 

Town Administrator Christopher Martin 

Mary McDowell, clerk called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Mary McDowell led the meeting with the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

Mary McDowell welcomed new member Mark Bail to the Board, who then gave a brief bio on himself. The Board also thanked the other two candidates Denis Houle and Teresa (Terry) Lajoie for their interest and dedication for the Town; we hope they will continue to be involved with the community to make Granby the best it can be.

On a motion by Wayne H Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mark L. Bail, the Board appointed Mary A. McDowell as chair of the Select Board.

On a motion by Mark L. Bail and seconded by Mary McDowell, the Board appointed Wayne H Tack, Sr., as clerk of the Select Board.

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION:
This is a part of the meeting where people who come to the meeting have an opportunity to ask questions, participate, and mention their concerns.

Steve Weatherbee of 122 Taylor Street spoke to the Board concerning a request to have someone look at a water flow problem against the front of his property. Mary McDowell said she spoke to David Desrosiers, Highway Superintendent about the problem and Wayne Tack looked at the problem. David Desrosiers has taken preliminary steps, filled in and placed it on his things to do list. He will be doing more work on it, but nor Mr. Desrosiers or the Selectboard can give a date for that. We have been assured that further discussion and work will be done on the water flow problem. Mr. Weatherbee’s had no problems before the road was redone; if they change it back to its original state he has no problem, but if they are not doing that he would like to discuss it with Mr. Desrosiers. Mary McDowell assured Mr. Weatherbee that Mr. Desrosiers said he would talk to him before anything was done.

NEW BUSINESS:

On a motion by Wayne Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mark Bail, it was unanimously voted to accept the departmental reports as written.

On a motion by Wayne Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mark Bail, it was unanimously voted to approve and sign the maintenance warrants.
On a motion by Wayne Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mark Bail, the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Common Victualler’s’ Licenses, with all to expire on 12/31/09 

09-28
Richard & Laraine Frohne 

d/b/a Mobile Kitchen

Dufresne Park
09-29
Frank Jansen

       d/b/a Frank Jansen Photography

Dufresne Park

09-30
Poppies Fresh Onion Rings, Inc




Dufresne Park

Mr. Tack read a copy of an email that was sent to the Selectboard. Mr. Rokowski is a resident of the town for 15 years and would like to work with the town to secure some limited funds for a New Town Common Clock ($10,000) he is pretty sure he can get the labor donated for free. He would also like to construct an Attractive Sign for the front of town hall ($2,000) and again he feels he can get the labor donated for free. Mary McDowell told the board that she has been in contact with Mr. Rokowski and he has been in contract with the owners of the old Texaco Station located at the 5 Corners and has made some improvements in the lot and will continue to work with him to make more improvements. He also spoke to Ms. McDowell concerning the road condition of 202 between Belchertown, Granby and South Hadley. Mr. Martin told the Board that Mass Highway has already slated that section to be redone this year.  Ms. McDowell told Mr. Rokowski that he could come to a meeting to discuss the first two matters, but the town is dealing with financial issues at this time that would prohibit us going forward in those two areas. 

Chief Barry sent a letter in requesting that the Board issue a NO TRESPASS order for Aldrich Field during construction of the new Public Safety Complex. The construction company would be supplying a fence to place around the construction site. Chief Barry also said that once the area is posted he would make sure that the area is properly patrolled. The area will not include the portion utilized by the Council on Aging. Mr. Tack made a motion to have Chief Barry post No Trespassing signs in the construction area around Aldrich Field, seconded by Mr. Bail. Mr. Martin suggested amending the motion to have Chief Barry post No Trespassing signs in the construction area around Aldrich Field until completion of the complex. Motion was unanimously passed as amended.

On a motion by Wayne Tack Sr., and seconded by Mary McDowell the Board voted to approve May 4th meeting minutes as written, Mr. Bail abstained from voting. 2-0.

On a motion by Wayne Tack Sr., and seconded by Mary McDowell the Board voted to approve May 14th meeting minutes as written, Mr. Bail abstained from voting. 2-0.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

Mr. Martin discussed with the Board 6 draft articles that he has for the June 15, 2009 Special Town Meeting.  

ARTICLE 1.a
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available


funds a sum or sums of money into the, or take an


other action in regard thereto. .  No dollar amount at this time

                    b.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds

a sum or sums of money into the General Purpose Stabilization Fund, or take any other


action in regard thereto. ($300,000, not sure of what State Aid is going to be.


Remaining to go Municipal Buildings Stabilization Fund)

ARTICLE 2.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available


funds the sum of $16,201.75, or a greater or lesser amount, for the purpose of purchasing an


infield grooming machine, or take any other action in regard thereto. (Fields Committee-


Recreation Commission request)
ARTICLE 3.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available

funds a sum of money for the purpose of Kellogg Hall exterior repairs and  renovations, or

take any other action in regard thereto. (No dollar amount at this time. Changed wording

from past article which was written as presented to the Capital Improvement Committee.

John Libera, Finance Committee still concerned about the overall sequence of the

repairs. Mary McDowell would like this to be two separate articles one for the painting and

one for the windows. She feels that the large amount combined might scare the voters off.

She feels that this way at least one article will pass.  Mr. Glessman, Finance Committee believes

that it has a better chance together, that way if one project costs more than expected you don’t

have to go back to the town to finish that project. Mr. Martin will write mirror articles as

requested by the Board for the final draft of the articles.

ARTICLE 4.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available

funds a sum of money for the purpose of purchasing the property located on 10 West State                    Street or take any other action in regard thereto. (We have entered in to contract with an appraisal firm to give us a fair market price for the property. The final buying figure is not known at this time. The Board asked that article 4 and 5 be postponed to another meeting. Mr. Martin said that he would look at a STM in late August. He would be doing bylaw changes and accepting of public roads. Mr. Martin will tell AECON that the article for the New Ludlow Road Sewer Project has been postponed until late August.)

Mr. Martin asked that the Board hold a special meeting on May 26, 2009 @ 6:00 pm to sign the final STM meeting warrant for June 15, 2009. The Finance Committee will also present their FY10 budget.
Mr. Martin read a letter announcing that James Brian Sowell had achieved Eagle Scout Rank. Mary McDowell will represent the Board at a ceremony in his honor on Thursday May 21st with a letter of congratulations (a plaque from the Selectboard will be given at a later date).

Mr. Martin gave the Board letters to sign for the two senior students who are recipients of the 2009 Citizenship Scholarship Award given out each year by the Selectboard.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail the Board unanimously voted to approve the Ceremonial Bonfire for Friday June 12, 2009 Charter Event as long as they follow all the conditions set by the Fire Chief.

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail the Board unanimously voted to approve the polling hours of the Special Town Meeting Election for a Propsition 2-1/2 question on June 29, 2009 as requested by the Town Clerk to start at 10 am and end at 8 pm. 

On a motion by Mr. Tack and seconded by Mr. Bail the Board unanimously voted to approve Sewer User Fee Warrant No. 09-02 in the amount of $50, 573.00.
REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:

Mary McDowell wanted the Board and the town residents to know that Girl Scout Troop 273 painted the dog pound and it looks 100% better. The Board wishes to thank them for the continued efforts of making the dog pound a better place.

Mary McDowell would like a letter of congratulations or a card for a resident who turned 100 last month ready for the Board to sign for Tuesday’s meeting.
Mary McDowell asked about Stravos and Mr. Martin told her that they had been out to look at the buildings in town and were waiting to look at the plans for the public safety complex.

Mary McDowell asked about the Town’s Website, Mr. Martin told the Board that he had received a contract from Virtual Town Hall and sent it back. He also sent a letter to Terry Lajoie asking for two (2) members who would want to serve on a committee to work with

Millard Rose of Virtual Town Hall on the startup of the website. She gave the names of Emre Evren and William Pitt and another member who would like to serve depending on the time commitment.  Mark Bail would also like to serve on the committee.

Mary McDowell asked about the letter for feedback for Fire District 2. Mr. Martin and Mr. Laplante met with the Granby Assessor’s last night and they cannot abate and neither can South Hadley. They suggest that the only way this can be resolved is to petition the Legislature and redraw the bounty lines. The question now is do we send a letter asking them if they want us to partition the Legislature. This would be the only questioned asked. Mr. Martin received the list of 140 residents in Fire District 2 who live in Granby from the Board of Assessor’s office. Mr. Martin would write in the letter an overview of what he explained to the Board and then the question on whether or not they want the town to petition the Legislature and redraw the bounty lines. Mary asked if we should get Ellen Story involved. Mr. Martin said only if the residents want to have the lines redrawn. Mr. Martin will take a simple majority vote. Mr. Martin will also contact State Representative Ellen Story and Senator Candaras on how to proceed with the request if the residents vote to have the petition done. Mr. Martin will also talk to Town Atty. Ed Ryan before he sends the letter out. The letter will need to make sure that the residents know they need to send the letter back; they will have to sign it realizing that it will not have mutual aid after that. Mr. Martin will try to get it done after he has finished with the Finance Committee and the FY10 budget.

Mary McDowell asked about landfill negotiations. Mr. Martin said at this time non-existent. We will need to address whether we will still want Mr. Hauschild to negotiate for the Town of Granby or another member from the Board. Mary McDowell asked if it was possible to have both. Mr. Martin was not sure; he thought we wanted to keep the committee as small as possible. The Board will discuss it on June 1, 2009.

Mary McDowell asked about a grant that came from Franklin Hampshire Employment and Training Consortium for Summer Youth Employment. Mr. Marin said he gave the grant proposal application to Mr. Desrosiers and the school. He was not sure it would fit our needs. Ms. McDowell will still work on it and try to get it in by the deadline date. She will also talk to Kathy Kelly-Regan to see if she has any need for a youth to help her this summer.

Cathy Leonard came in front of the Board to remind them and the residents that the Memorial Day Parade will be held this Monday May 25th.  They should meet behind Kellogg Hall at 8:30 a.m. The Granby American Legion members put on the parade.

On a motion by Wayne Tack, Sr. and seconded by Mark Bail, it was voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:09 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Leonard

Town Administrator’s Secretary
