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Town of Granby

Kellogg Hall, Room 1

250 State Street

Granby, MA 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177      Fax: (413) 467-2080

Town Administrator: Christopher Martin  
Granby Select Board:
Bryan Hauschild, Chairman




Mary McDowell, Clerk




Wayne Tack, Sr., Member

Board Meeting:
                May 4, 2009 @ 7:00 P.M.

AGENDA:
Call to Order:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION:

OLD BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:


TA REVIEW PROCESS


Draft Policies & Training Proposal-Sullivan & Hayes


Revisit Dufrense Park Fees

Appointment:


7:10
South Hadley Fire District II Issue

7:15
Public Hearing: National Grid

7:25     Fields Committee:








Athletic Fields Equipment Purchase

Accept and Sign Minutes: 
OTHER ACTIONS ITEMS:

NEW BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:

1 Accept Departmental Reports

2 Approve and Sign Maintenance Warrants
3 Approve Common Vic Licenses (2009)

4 Approve Pool Table License

5 Class II 2009 License

6 Special and Annual Town Meeting Motions

REPORT OF TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:   

ADJOURNMENT: 

250 State Street, Route 202

            Granby, Massachusetts 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177

Fax: (413) 467-2080

GRANBY Board of selectmen

Kellogg Hall, Room 1

MEETING MINUTES OF 

May 4, 2009

Members Present:  

Bryan Hauschild, Mary McDowell, Wayne Tack Sr., 

Town Administrator Christopher Martin 

Bryan Hauschild, Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Bryan Hauschild led the meeting with the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION:
Mr. Hauschild read the following and will read it at every meeting that he presides over concerning citizen participation “This is the portion of the meeting where citizens can address the Board on various items, which the Board will take under advisement. If a response is warranted it will be given at a later date.

  This is a public meeting but not an open meeting. This meeting allows an opportunity for the Board to take action on business that comes before it. It is also a forum for the Town Administrator to bring the Board up to speed on actions that have taken place since the last board meeting.

  The Board will engage in discussion with other committees’ and their members, along with individuals that have an appointment with this Board. At no time will open discussion or questions from the floor be taken if you are not part of the committee, an official with creditable input for the good of the appointment or for the person here for the appointment”

No citizen’s came forward at this meeting

NEW BUSINESS:

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was unanimously voted to accept the departmental reports as written.

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was unanimously voted to approve and sign the maintenance warrants.
On a motion by Mary McDowell, and seconded by Wayne Tack Sr. the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Common Victualler’s’ Licenses, with all to expire on 12/31/09 

09-26
 Deborah Saunders
d/b/a
Wizard of Paws

Dufresne Park
09-27
 Granby Boosters Club



  385 East State Street

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne Tack Sr., the Board unanimously voted to approve a permit for one (1) pool table for Granby Legion d/b/a 266 Lounge expiring 5/1/10.
On a motion by Mary McDowell, and seconded by Wayne Tack, Sr., the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Class II Used Car Dealers License, with same conditions as last year’s licenses to continue on new licenses and expiring 1/1/10:
2-0004


Mark’s Garage



423 East State Street

Mr. Martin went over with the Board the motions for the articles on the Special Town Meeting Warrant

ARTICLE 1.: I MOVE the Town vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $43,096 for the purpose of funding the Snow and Ice Control budget for FY2009. 

ARTICLE 2.: I MOVE the Town vote to rescind spending authority for Article #20 dated May 12, 2008 in the amount of $20,000.

Bryan Hauschild will read the article will read Article 1 & 2 at the STM.
ARTICLE 3.: I MOVE the Town vote to rescind spending authority for Article #23 dated May 12, 2008 in the amount of $50,000.

ARTICLE 4.: I MOVE the Town vote to rescind spending authority for Article #24 dated May 12, 2008 in the amount of $40,000.

Wayne Tack will read the article will read Article 3 & 4 at the STM
ARTICLE 5.: I MOVE the Town vote to transfer from account number 01-141-5112-000 to account number 01-141-5301-000 the sum of $4,988. 

The Assessor’s office will read this article.
ARTICLE 6.: I MOVE the Town vote to authorize and transfer from available funds the sum of $35,000 for the purpose of preparation of preliminary engineering reports, environmental information documents and funding applications to be submitted to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service, for grants and low interest loans to underwrite the costs of the New Ludlow Road area sewer project; to authorize the Selectmen to apply for, accept and expend any federal, state or other aid, public or private, that may be available therefore, to negotiate and contract with other public bodies to accomplish such service.

(Mary McDowell will read the article after Chris has spoken to Mary Monahan-Burgess concerning the possibility of AECON doing the grant for zero amount of money.)

ARTICLE 7.: I MOVE that the Town of Granby vote to appropriate the sum of $900,000 for a feasibility study at Granby Jr./Sr. High School located at 385 East State Street, Granby, MA, said sum to be expended under the direction of the School Building Committee, and to meet said appropriation the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to borrow said sum under M.G.L. Chapter 44, or any other enabling authority; that the Town of Granby acknowledges that the Massachusetts School Building Authority’s (“MSBA”) grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any project costs the Town of Granby incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the Town of Granby; provided that any appropriation hereunder shall be subject to and contingent upon an affirmative vote of the Town to exempt the amounts required for the payment of interest and principal on said borrowing from the limitations on taxes imposed by M.G.L. 59, Section 21C (Proposition 2½); and that the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in the Feasibility Study Agreement that may be executed between the Town of Granby and the MSBA. Finance Committee Chair John Libera told the Board that the Finance Committee is in favor of they way the article is written. They feel that the whole town should decide on a project costing this high of an amount. At Town Meeting it would have to pass with a 2/3 vote to bring it to that ballot box and then it would have to pass by a majority vote at the ballot box by the whole town. The article was reviewed and approved by MSBA. (The school will hopefully be reading this article at the STM, Mr. Martin will know more after the School Building Committee meeting on Wednesday. He believes they want to change how the article reads if not Mary McDowell will read it.)

Mr. Martin went over the articles for the Annual Town Meeting, which is to begin at 7:00 pm on Monday May 11, 2009. Articles 1-9 (housekeeping articles) will be addressed on May 11th and articles 10-21 (money articles) on the continuation of the annual town meeting June 15th (copy in back of minutes). Bryan Hauschild will read articles 1,2 & 7. Mary McDowell will read articles 3,4 & 5, Wayne Tack will read articles 8 & 9 and someone from the Cemetery Commission will read article 6. 

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne Tack Sr., the Board unanimously voted to approve March 12th meeting minutes as written.

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne Tack Sr., the Board unanimously voted to approve March 16th meeting minutes as written, as long as the prepared statement that Mary McDowell read at the meeting is attached to the back of the minutes.

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne Tack Sr., the Board unanimously voted to approve April 2nd meeting minutes as written after Mr. Martin explained to them about the use of the word reprogramming concerning use of unused articles from past Annual Town Meetings to fund articles for FY10.

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne Tack Sr., the Board unanimously voted to approve April 28th meeting minutes as written.

APPOINTMENTS:
Mr. Hauschild opened the pole hearing on behalf of National Grid with regard to the file plan marked MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY No. 8422 Dated 3/25/09 at 7:15 p.m. Mary McDowell made a motion that was seconded by Wayne Tack Sr., to waive the reading of the legal notice concerning the hearing. All members voted yes.
Mr. Robert Cellucci from National Grid told the Board that they would be relocating 11 poles in new locations and increasing all space cables because of all the trees. This will give the residents more reliable service and to do this they need to shorten the span between each pole.

There was a few residents of Taylor Street who came in and asked questions to Mr. Celluci concerning the pole placement. Mr. Celluci was able to answer most of the questions about their concerns. Ms Lisa Bruso of 52 Taylor Street had some concerns about placement of poles, Mr. Cellucci will set-up a time to go out and meet with her on the exact placement. Mr. Hauschild asked if there was any other questions or concerns. There was none. The Board discussed the concerns of the residents who came to the meeting and will have National Grid address those concerns, but will not address any concerns after this from anyone who did not attend the hearing.
On a motion made by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne Tack, Sr., the Board unanimously approved to the sign paperwork for National Grid concerning Pole Hearing #8422 to locate poles, wires and fixtures, including the necessary sustaining and protecting fixtures, along and across the following public way known as Taylor Street: Starting at a point approximately 180 feet north of the centerline of the intersection of Truby Street and Taylor Street and continuing approximately 4734 feet in a northerly direction, install eleven sole owned poles to be labeled 58-50, 53, 52, 47-50, 45-50, 39-50, 39, 38, 37-50 and 37. Said poles will be erected substantially in accordance with the file plan marked MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY No. 8422 Dated 3/25/09, after written prove from National Grid that a resolution was made with citizens who had concerns. The hearing was closed at 7:35 pm.

Mary McDowell read a letter from Judy & David Laplante who own homes on Batchelor Street and Lyn Drive. They receive tax bills with the same rate on all bills, but are charged an extra tax for the fire and ambulance for the home on Lyn Drive, because of Fire District #2. There are 140 Granby residents in Fire District #2. They have talked to the Water Distract manager; Fire Distract manager, the Assessor of South Hadley as well as the Granby Fire Chief, Assessor and Mr. Martin, and no one can tell them why they are being charged twice for the same service. 

Chief Anderson told the Board and Mr. & Mrs. Laplante that they get a dual response, both the Town of Granby and Fire District #2 respond to a fire call for that area. There is a 6-minute response time if we are in the station from the Town of Granby and 3+-minute from Fire District 2. At night we do not have anyone at the station, Fire District #2 does, so you would add another 6-8 minute to the time for the Town of Granby to respond. Atty. Ryan told the Board that Fire District #2 is a municipal identity unto itself; it nothing to do with the Town of South Hadley and has nothing to do with the Town of Granby. As already indicted there are 140 homes in Granby that are part of the geographical district of Fire District #2 which is located in the Town of South Hadley, which was created by the legislator and its geographic limits are defined. It has the power within those limits to tax, just as the Town of Granby has the power to tax. The Tax Collector’s office he believes in both towns are the conduit in which the bills go out and get paid. 

The Laplantes have no problem paying their share, but have a problem with paying two fire taxes. This was started because we had an inadequate fire department. That has changed over the years and we have an adequate fire department now.

Atty. Ryan suggested the Granby Selectboard contact Prudential Committee in Fire District #2 and come up with a consensus of the issue and the problem and then convince Fire District #2 to jointly petition the Legislator with the Town of Granby to consider changing the boundaries of South Hadley Fire District #2. 

Mr. Hauschild strongly suggested that the other 139 homeowner’s opinions be heard before that is done. It was suggested again to send a letter to those homeowner’s.

Mr. Martin and Atty. Ryan will put together a notice with questions concerning this issue and maybe have a public hearing and invite those homeowner’s effected. 

The Laplante’s asked about an abatement. It was suggested that they start with the South Hadley District #2.

David Desrosiers came to speak to the Board on behalf of the Fields Committee for the purchase of equipment for the athletic fields infields. It better prepares the infields and takes better care of the infield mix that was put into them. Without the purchase of this machine the Committee feels they are just throwing money away. The Fields Committee and High School (2 fields) both have used this infield mix on their fields. The intent is to maintain these fields weed free through the summer. Mr. Desrosiers explained to the Board what it looks like and how it works. 

Mr. Hauschild asked if this machine would be part of the Highway Department. Mr. Martin explained that at the last meeting some of the discussion was prior to purchasing the equipment that, where it was to be stored, who would be responsible for repair, maintenance and replacement. Mr. Martin, Mr. Desrosiers spoke last week with members of GAA and Granby Recreation Commission. They discussed that it would be town equipment, we would do repair, maintenance and replacement of the equipment, however the Recreation Commission would be assessing GAA a potential fee to use the fields to off set the cost of maintaining the fields. They have not discussed, how ever how much the fee would be assessed at, because the GAA member wanted to bring it back to his committee and the Recreation member was also going to hold a meeting to discuss the fee. They did have a rough figure of between 2600-3200 for extra mowing. 

Mr. Hauschild asked where the $16,000 would come from to purchase the equipment. There was some discussion on the question with everyone agreeing that we transfer from the Fields article, where it is stipulated that it is under the jurisdiction and control of the Highway Department. Mary McDowell asked if only a Town Employee would be operating the piece of equipment. It was stated that the town would employ the person operating the equipment. It was also brought up that Partyka Management was willing to come to an agreement with the Town to lease out the old GAA fields on Route 202. It was discussed that the Recreation Commission lease the fields and then they could charge a fee for the use of those fields. No decisions have been made it is still in early stage of development.  On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was unanimously voted to put the purchase of the field equipment as discussed at a prior meeting as well as tonight on the Special Town Meeting warrant of June 15th with the article being written with the help of Atty. Ryan.

Two bids were received for the RFP for 09-01-RE:

1. Chateau Harmony -183-185 West State Street

2. Pioneer Valley Chapter 8 Camping Building –10 West State Street

After some discussion the Board decided to have all the members go through the criteria that were written in the RFP and rate both bids. The Board will meet at 7:30 am on Friday May 8th to go over how each member rated the bids and then award the bid to the highest and move forward.
OLD BUSINESS:

Dufresne Park Fees: Board looked over the Dufresne Fees for 2009 (Selectboard approved at a prior meeting) with corrections that were made with the look and combining a couple the fees together. Jeanne Crosby and Lisa Anderson, chair of Dufresne Ad-Hoc Committee worked together to make it easier to read for the applicant. 

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Wayne Tack Sr., the Board unanimously voted to accept the 2009 Dufresne Park fees and the application as submitted.

TA Evaluation: The Board set a date to finish Chris Martin’s evaluation on Monday May 11th at 6:00 pm at Kellogg Hall before they go to the High School for the Annual Town meeting.  Mr. Hauschild will meet with Mr. Martin on Friday afternoon, Mr. Tack on Tuesday morning and Mrs. McDowell on Tuesday afternoon do their individual evaluations and then they will give them to the Mr. Hauschild by Sunday so that he can combine the results before their meeting on Monday.

Mrs. McDowell asked if Mr. Martin has a problem, as they are not really following the procedure that was voted on as a policy. Mr. Martin said he could not answer that till he read the policy.

Draft Policies & Training Proposal Sullivan & Hayes: As discussed before, Ann Guenette will be the contact person for the women for any complaints and Chris Martin will ask Russell Anderson to be the contact for the males. The Board also discussed the training sessions and when the two sessions would be held. The Board suggested that Mr. Martin ask the employees who do not work on Fridays if they would come in for a session on Friday afternoon as town hall closes every Friday at noon. Chris is trying to get the session in by July 1st. 

REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:

Mary McDowell wanted the Board and the town residents to know that Girl Scout Troop 273 will be painting the dog pound building which is located behind highway garage building on Crescent Street this Saturday May 8th, she hopes that residents will show up to help them.

Mary McDowell asked about the proposed handicap by-law. Mr. Martin told the Board that he would probably be holding a STM just for by-laws during the summer. There is a procedure to follow, 1 (one) you have to hold a public hearing for comments from the residents of town.

She also asked about the how it works with issuing fees concerning our by-laws with car violations. Chris Martin needs to send a letter from the Selectboard to our Parking Clerk to start issuing fines concerning letters that where given to the Board at their last meeting. Mr. Martin will put a copy of the letter in the Selectboard’s correspondence folder. 

She also told the Board that she received an email from a Mr. Rokowski and would like to have a discussion on his letter. She would like to have it put on the agenda for the Board’s next meeting.

Mary also asked about the contract for Virtual Town Hall for the town’s website. Mr. Martin told the contract went out after their last meeting and he has not heard from Mr. Rose.

Mary asked if the tape of the Board of Health and Selectmen’s meeting concerning the New Ludlow Road Project have been transcribed yet. Mr. Martin told her they have not and that Cathy Leonard has the recorder.

Mary also brought up that she had come in to town hall a couple of times and the Selectboard’s office had been closed. She is looking to set a protocol for letting other offices know that the Selectboard’ office is closed and discussed having the office covered so that it is not closed. Mr. Martin said that a sign is placed on the front door of Kellogg Hall and on the Selectboard’s office door and that he asks Jeanne if she can stay, but she has another job to go to. Mary suggests that an email be sent to other offices saying that the Selectboard’s office will be closed and give the time.

Mary asked about the letter from Chief Barry wanting to put up a no trespassing notice at Aldrich Field. Mr. Martin said it had to do with the construction of the new Public Safety Building. He would like to have more discussion on it and will place it on the agenda for the next board meeting.

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Leonard

Town Administrator’s Secretary

