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Kellogg Hall, Room 1

250 State Street

Granby, MA 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177      Fax: (413) 467-2080

Town Administrator: Christopher Martin  
Granby Select Board:
Bryan Hauschild, Chairman




Mary McDowell, Clerk




Wayne Tack, Sr., Member                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Board Meeting:
February 17, 2009 @ 7:00 P.M., 

                                                                        AGENDA:  
Call to Order:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION:

OLD BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:





TA REVIEW PROCESS

Appointment:











7:25
Agricultural Commission-

Right To Farm By-Law
Accept and Sign Minutes: February 2, 2009

OTHER ACTIONS ITEMS:

NEW BUSINESS AND INFORMATION:

1 Accept Departmental Reports

2 Approve and Sign Maintenance Warrants
3 Approve Common Vic Licenses (2009)

REPORT OF TOWN ADMINISTRATOR:

REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
ADJOURNMENT: 

250 State Street, Route 202

            Granby, Massachusetts 01033

Telephone: (413) 467-7177

Fax: (413) 467-2080

GRANBY Board of selectmen

Kellogg Hall, Room 1

MINUTES OF MEETING

February 17, 2009

Members Present:  

Bryan Hauschild, Mary McDowell, Wayne Tack Sr., 

Town Administrator Christopher Martin 

Bryan Hauschild, Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Bryan Hauschild led the meeting with the “Pledge of Allegiance”.

cITIZEN PARTICIPATION:
Mr. Hauschild read the following and will read it at every meeting that he presides over concerning citizen participation “This is the portion of the meeting where citizens can address the Board on various items, which the Board will take under advisement. If a response is warranted it will be given at a later date.

  This is a public meeting but not an open meeting. This meeting allows an opportunity for the Board to take action on business that comes before it. It is also a forum for the Town Administrator to bring the Board up to speed on actions that have taken place since the last board meeting.

  The Board will engage in discussion with other committees’ and their members, along with individuals that have an appointment with this Board. At no time will open discussion or questions from the floor be taken if you are not part of the committee, an official with creditable input for the good of the appointment or for the person here for the appointment”

Pam Maheu of Batchelor Street spoke to the Board concerning the renewing of the contract Landfill. She spoke about the cover material being contaminated and recommended that the town charge for cover material. She also hopes that the town makes Waste Management set-up an insurance fund to cover any catastrophic conditions after the landfill closes for the Town of Granby only. Mr. Hauschild told Ms. Maheu her concerns were duly noted.


She also mentioned that she watched the last meeting and hoped that all contracts were given a blessing by the Selectboard before they were signed by anyone. She also felt that the Selectboard members needed to be respected and did not feel that a member was given that respect at the last meeting and wanted that noted.

Terry Lajoie of School Street also watched the last meeting and felt that some of the discussion should have been in closed session, as it pertained to an employee doing or not doing his job.

OLD BUSINESS:

TA Review Process was discussed concerning the questions for the Department Heads to answer concerning the TA’s performance. Mr. Tack told the board that he wanted only 6 questions for them to answer he would not agree for any more than that. Mary McDowell would like more, but is agreeable to the 6 questions. Mr. Hauschild still does not agree with the whole concept of the Department Heads giving input on the TA. Mary McDowell made a motion to accept the six questions pertaining to the departmental heads review of the Town Administrator and to send it on to the personnel board for their review and approval, seconded by Mr. Tack. Mary A. McDowell yes, Wayne Tack, Sr. yes and Bryan F Hauschild no.

NEW BUSINESS:

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was unanimously voted to accept and sign the minutes of February 2, 2009 as amended: “on page 3, paragraph 4. “This is the portion of the meeting where citizens can address the Board on various items, which the Board will take under advisement. If a response is warranted it will be given at a later date.

  This is a public meeting but not an open meeting. This meeting allows an opportunity for the Board to take action on business that comes before it. It is also a forum for the Town Administrator to bring the Board up to speed on actions that have taken place since the last board meeting.

  The Board will engage in discussion with other committees’ and their members, along with individuals that have an appointment with this Board. At no time will open discussion or questions from the floor be taken if you are not part of the committee, an official with creditable input for the good of the appointment or for the person here for the appointment.”

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was unanimously voted to accept the departmental reports as written.

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was unanimously voted to approve and sign the maintenance warrants.

On a motion by Mary McDowell, and seconded by Wayne Tack Sr. the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Common Victualler’s’ Licenses, with all to expire on 12/31/09 and licensed for Dufresne Park Only.

09-18
  Laura J Hamer,    d/b/a Arf! And Running
63 Hawes Bridge Road, Prospect,ME


09-19
  Rebecca Therian                                                     2 Williams Street, Enfield CT


REPORT OF TOWN ADMINISTRATOR:
Mr. Martin updated the board on the following:

1. Scanlon Associates started the FY2008 audit started today. (Mary McDowell asked if this was the same kind of audit as last year with a management letter and visit from Mr. Scanlon. Mr. Martin said it was. Mary also asked if the board could ask for responses from any offices that were mentioned in the management letter. Mr. Martin said the board could ask.

REPORTS OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD:  
Mary wanted to mention that at the last meeting the board received a letter from Chief Barry commending Office Poehler for saving a wrestler’s life.

Mary also mentioned the letter the Board received from Joan Crowther from First Student, Inc. who commends both our Police Chief Lou Barry and Highway Superintendent David Desrosiers and his department for the job they do for the Town of Granby and a specific incident that happened on January 24th that the Police Department helped with, but also Joan brings out the fact that both the Police Department and Highway Department are examples of what teamwork is all about.

The Board also discussed their meeting on Friday 13th with the owners of Pioneer Valley Chapter 8 Camping. They were looking at the building to purchase for temporary housing for the Council on Aging. Mr. Tack asked if it was legal to keep leasing part of the building to the current tenants. Mr. Martin said it was. Mary felt it was a win-win situation for the town. Mary McDowell asked if a motion to pursue the purchase of the building and have it appraised was in order. Mr. Martin said that 30-B Regulations state that it has to be unique in nature. On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was unanimously voted to pursue the Camping Building for the Town of Granby in a timely fashion.   

Appointments:

Mr. Murphy, chair of the Granby Agricultural Commission was scheduled to come in front of the Board to discuss the proposed Right to Farm By-law.  Mr. Martin said he would probably be along in a minute. Mr. Martin outlined for the Board what Mr. Murphy would be talking to the Board about.  Mr. Murphy has been in front of the Board of Health and has received their blessing on it. The only concern that Mr. Martin has is that the Commission has it written in the by-law about the disclosure notification that has to be done every year by the Town of Granby.  He has questions on who has to pay for this and does it have be done at a town meeting. He feels that it puts a burden on the Board of Selectmen. He also has a question concerning water. Board decided to wait until a member of the Committee was present to discuss their questions concerning the proposed by-law. 

Mary read a Memo from Mr. Demers, Inspector of Buildings about a seminar that he put on and that 45 area contractors and building inspectors attended. Mary asked if we did this often. Mr. Martin told her it was actually put on by the Western Mass Builders Association, which he believes Mr. Demers is an officer.

BATS: Mary asked if he has received anything from the Bat Contractor, Mr. Martin said the contractor was supposed to send him out another bid, which he has not received yet. 

Stravros: Mr. Martin had said he had sent out the memo to all the department heads telling them that Stravros will be contacting each of them. He has not heard of anyone being contacted yet.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Mr. Libera told Chris that they would be meeting on Thursday to discuss the 2009 budget cuts.

LETTERS:  Mary mentioned letters from Jeanne Yucom and Patricia Shandri concerning the manner in which a board member was spoken to and their feelings on that. She feels it is important to address any letters that come in front of the Board.

On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was unanimously voted to recess the meeting at 7:40pm until Robert Murphy arrives. On a motion by Mary McDowell and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was unanimously voted to resume the meeting at 7:45pm

Mr. Murphy spoke to the board on the proposed Right to Farm By-Law. He believes he gave the Board the wrong version of the Right to Farm By-Law. He will get the current version to Mr. Martin. He believes that they had already removed some of the language that the board had questions on. The next step will be to have a hearing on the proposed by-law so that it can be put on the Annual Town Meeting to be approved.


Mr. Martin thought he could have the hearing at a regular meeting along with some bylaw changes that the Police Department also would like to have done.

On a motion by Bryan Hauschild and seconded by Wayne Tack Sr. the Board unanimously voted to leave regular session meeting at 7:57 pm and to go into Executive Session for potential litigation and only return to the regular session to adjourn. Wayne H Tack, AYE, Mary A McDowell AYE, and Bryan F Hauschild AYE. 

It is noted that Mary McDowell could not attend the Executive Session.

On a motion by Bryan Hauschild and seconded by Mr. Tack, it was voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Leonard

Town Administrator’s Secretary

