                                            Granby, Massachusetts 01033

                                             Telephone: (413) 467-7177

                                                    Fax: (413) 467-2080

                                      GRANBY Board of Selectmen

                                              Kellogg hall, room 1

                                       AGENDA

                                           July 9, 2007

APPOINTMENTS: 
 
7:05 pm
Pat Shandri







Discussion: Tax Title Custodian 

7:45 pm 
Chief Anderson 



Award Ambulance Bid



EMS-Service Zoning Planning

Call to Order.                        

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Accept Departmental Reports




2. Approve and Sign Warrants




3. Approve Common Victualler’s License for





    Theresa Gagnon    d/b/a
 Free Movement Massage  
exp:12/31/07

4. Approve Class II License for Mark’s Garage 
            exp:01/01/08
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR BUSINESS:

OLD BUSINESS:   



OTHER BUSINESS: Executive Session
 

ADJOURNMENT:

                                             250 State Street, Route 202

       Granby, Massachusetts 01033

                                              Telephone: (413) 467-7177

                                                     Fax: (413) 467-2080

                                              GRANBY Select Board 

                                                Kellogg hall, room 1

            MINUTES OF MEETING July 9, 2007


Members Present:  Wayne Tack Sr. Bryan Hauschild, & Mary McDowell
Town Administrator, Christopher Martin

Chairman Wayne H Tack, Sr. called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Mr. Tack led the meeting with the “Pledge of Alliance”.  

TA, Mr. Martin told the Board that the meeting will not be taped, as there were no blank tapes available from the cable committee.

On a motion by Mr. Hauschild and seconded by Mary McDowell the Board unanimously voted to sign the maintenance warrants.

On a motion by Mr. Hauschild and seconded by Mary McDowell, the Board unanimously voted to accept the department reports as read.

Pat Shandri came in front of the Board to discuss the “fees” that would be given to Mr. Nally, as the Tax Title Custodian. She had never heard of a “fee” given before and was wondering why Mr. Nally, who is the town treasurer, would receive more money when his salary was just increased to over $40,000.  She also gave the Board a description of duties outlined by the DOR for the Treasure’s office. She is aware that other elected town officials do get additional compensation from fees, but felt that their salaries were underfunded. She was also wondering where the funds would come from to cover the fee. Ms. Shandri asked why Mr. Nally had not been sworn in as the Tax Title Custodian.


Mr. Nally who was present, told Ms. Shandri that the fee would come out of the general funds, which is where the money that is collected goes. He also said that the general funds provide a certain percentage for the tax title custodian fee. He said he was appointed in March but he never received the paperwork to see the Town Clerk.


Mr. Martin told Ms. Shandri that he was appointed on their March 19, 2007 meeting and Cathy was on vacation that week and that it had slipped through the cracks and it does not say in the M.G.L. that he needed to be sworn in, but that he would be sworn in soon as possible. As far as giving a “fee” to the Tax Title Custodian, it was decided at the last Board meeting that the Select Board would have him contact other towns and do more research before the Board made a decision. Mr. Martin is still checking with other towns and doing more research on the job and its duties and any fees associated with it.


The Board will take everything said tonight under advisement and will wait for the report from Mr. Martin, who will then give that information to Pat Shandri.


Mary McDowell wanted the other Board members to know that she had other people call her as well concerning the fee, but they were happy that the town is dealing with the tax title properties.  

On a motion by Mr. Hauschild, and seconded by Mary McDowell the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Common Victualler’s’ License for
Theresa Gagnon d/b/a
 Free Movement Massage and exp: 12/31/07.

On a motion by Mr. Hauschild and seconded by Mary McDowell, the Board unanimously voted to approve the following Class II License for Mark’s Garage and exp:01/01/08.

Mr. Martin discussed with the Board about Mass Health Care Reform law. A person who works at least 64 hours a month has to been given an option to obtain medical insurance from the town.  Mr. Martin is attending another meeting on July 18th on with Hampshire County Group Insurance. He will be bringing to the Board on their August 6th meeting Section 125 plan. He also told the Board about the meeting he went to concerning GASB 45. Only 30 communities have conducted actuarial studies. The average is running $50,000-$70,000 for each employee in unfunded liable. So for the town it could reach 140 million for unfunded liable. They want us to set up a committee to invest those funds or the retirement system to invest. He will continue to keep the Board informed, as information is available. 

Chief Barry made a recommendation to the Board concerning the intersection of South Street and East Street. He is recommending that a four-way stop sign be placed at the intersection. The Board agrees that something different needs to be considered, but not sure what will get people to slow down. TA Martin suggests the paperwork given by the Police should be given to Highway Superintend for his recommendation before we move ahead on any changes. 

Chief Anderson spoke to the Board about awarding the bid for the new ambulance. The only bid was from Greenwood Emergency Vehicles out of North Attleboro MA. Chief Anderson was very confident in the bid. The bid came in at $159881.00 that includes $8000 for the trade-in on the old Ambulance. The ambulance is a GMC-4500 Model-2008. It will be delivered in November. On a motion by Mr. Hauschild, and seconded by Mary McDowell the Board unanimously to accept the bid as read and let Christopher Martin, as Chief Procurement Officer sign into contract with Greenwood Emergency Vehicles to purchase the new ambulance for the Town of Granby in the amount of $165000.00 with alternates and trade-in included in the price. Tack aye, Hauschild aye, McDowell aye.

Chief Anderson updated the Board about EMS Service Zone Planning being late in submission. Chief Anderson did not turn it in yet due to the fact that his rooster was not full. It is now and he will be turning it in by the end of next week. He says the town’s response time is between 5-6 minutes average. Mutual-Aid is back up there and the response time is between 15-30 minutes average. 


Chief spoke about the recruiting campaign that he doing right now. He has had about 20 inquires and will be interviewing in the next couple of weeks. He is concerned about the liability issue concerning support personnel. TA Chris Martin will help him look into making the department stronger without making a financial burden on the town.

Mr. Martin told the Board that he and Mr. Hauschild would meet with Waste Management on July 25 to discuss the landfill issue of people using the landfill without stickers and from out of town. The Board of Health sent a letter to the Board concerning excluding commercial plates from getting landfill stickers.  TA Martin will bring this to the landfill oversight committee, get their opinion and bring back both items concerning the landfill to the Board’s August 6th meeting.

Board read letter from the School Committee asking for the Town to help with setting up and taking down chairs and other duties needed from the custodian department during Town meetings and elections due to the reduced coverage of help due to budget cuts.

Mr. Martin Merrill spoke to the Board on several topics on behalf of Hampshire County Council of Governments. First, concerning the electricity program that the town participates in,

He is happy to say that the program is going well and that the Council will give the town a rebate between $1,000 to 2,000 in August. 

Second, he would like the Board to reconsider having the Hampshire County Council of Governments take over the duties of the Building Inspector for the town. The town would have to raise it rates on all building permits first. Eleven towns use the Hampshire County Council of Governments Building Inspector at this point. The Board would like more information on this before they would even consider changing how they town runs the building department now.

On a motion by Mr. Hauschild and seconded by Mary McDowell, the Board unanimously voted to go into Executive Session and only to return to regular session to adjourn the meeting at 8:52 P.M. Hauschild aye, McDowell aye, Tack aye.

On a motion by Mr. Hauschild and seconded by Mary McDowell, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:31 P.M

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Leonard

Selectmen’s Secretary
